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Course Outline for Français 8
School Year: 2017-18 

Teacher: Janet Clarke – email: janet.clarke@yesnet.yk.ca

Contact Information: 

I can be found in the Vanier Learning Commons





from 8:15 to 4:15 pm each day unless I am in class.  

Please call (667-5901) if you have any questions.  

Homework page: www.vcss.ca, under “teacher websites”

Bonjour!








Revised: August 26, 2017
I am excited about having your student in my French class!  Please read through the information and email or call if you have any questions.  If there is information about your student’s past experiences in French class that would be helpful for me to know, please be sure to pass that on.   Please read this document to the end where I have listed four simple expectations.  I ask that you discuss these expectations with your student and that you both sign indicating that you have read and understand them.  Thank you!
Course Description: Français 8 is a beginner level course designed to further a student’s knowledge of the French language and to develop communication skills.  Intensive French language learning strategies will be primarily used throughout the course and our focus will be on natural, personalized and authentic interactions. 
Students will: 

- learn language orally first, using correct form and structures and always in complete sentences
- read related texts focusing on new words, accurate pronunciation, flow and comprehension
- write assignments and complete projects connected to the theme, focussing on meaning and accuracy
- share and discuss what you and others have experienced and written (preferences, opinions, ideas, plans)
Each thematic unit has three sequences: l’orale, la lecture (reading), and l’écriture (writing). These elements are taught in sequence and build on each other to create authentic interactions between the teacher and students and between the students themselves. 
Approximate Timeline: 





Resources
September – October: 
Introduction générale 



Ma Famille



Ma Famille




Maman, j’aime tant










Quelle Famille

November - January 
Mon Alimentation



J’ai faim










Au Snack Bar









Guide Alimentation du Canada

February – April
 
Les Animaux Domestiques


Les animaux domestiques










Que peux – tu voir? 










À l’animalerie










Les 7 chiens de la semaine










Salut, Alfred

May - June

Les Passe – Temps / Sports


Vivent les Sports










Nina et Noé font du sport

1. L’Orale - Oral Communication

The teacher models sentence structures to which the students repeat and respond.  Intensive French strategies emphasize oral participation by students.  This involves much questioning from teacher to students and students of each other.  This will account for 50% of the evaluation mark in the class. 
Assessment: one-on-one interviews with students, anecdotal observations by teacher each class
to observe fluency, accuracy, use of full sentences, ease of using French in all activities, comprehension checks, oral presentations, and projects
0. La Lecture - Reading

A second component to the intensive program is examining authentic texts to extend understanding.  Each week, we will read and analyze French texts which relate to the theme.  I will assess each student one-on-one on their reading ability at least once a month.  This will account for 25% of our class time and of the class mark.  
Assessment: one-on-one reading with each student, pre-reading contextual questions, post-reading comprehension questions both oral and written, post-reading tasks
0. L’Ecriture - Writing

The final 25% of our class time will involve students creating their own texts.  Intensive strategies involve students using a teacher model to write their own text, editing this text themselves, having a peer evaluate the text, and finally a teacher giving it a final evaluation. This will account for 25% of the class mark. 
Assessment: student writing will be marked using a rubric designed for intensive French. 
School Growth Plan:  Vital to the French Intensive Method are proven language learning strategies such as oral conversation prior to writing, modeling of correct structures, repeated questioning and responding and insistence on complete phrases in all oral and written communication. As these strategies are increasingly used in both English and French classrooms at Vanier, students will become more familiar with the operations and more successful in their use.  
Specific expectations for this course:  

Show Respect


Listen


Speak


Take Risks

Respecter


Écouter


Parler


Prendre des Risques

It is difficult to learn and practice a new language when classmates do not listen to each other or don’t participate at all. I ask everyone to respect their teacher and classmates, listen carefully, speak French as much as possible, take risks and not be concerned about making mistakes. Merci!

______________________________________

______________________________________

Parent / Guardian




Student

______________________________________

Date
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Phone: (867) 667-5901  Fax: (867) 393-6370
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